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What is European Tempus project 

Sigmus? 

The Project SIGMUS is designed to strengthen 
the role of students in governance and 

management at the Universities of Serbia 
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Intoriduction 

Law on higher education (LHE) - 2005: legal framework for implementation of 

Bologna declaration and Lisbon convention. 

Implementation of Bologna declaration process began in academic 2006/07. 

 
Students as: 
- partners in decision making process 
- equal members of the academic community 
 
Students Parliament of high education institutions  – Article 56. LHE 
 
Student Conference of Serbian Universities (SCSU)  – Article 22. LHE 
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Hierarchy of students representatives 
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Position of SKONUS in HE system 

National Assembly of Republic 
of Serbia 

Ministry of 
Education 

National Council for Higher Education 

Commission for 
Accreditation and 

quality control 

Conference of 
Serbian 

Universities 

Conference of 
academies 
for applied 

studies 

Student 
Conference of 

Serbian 
Universities 

Institutions of higher education 

Student 
Conference of 
Academies for 
applied studies 
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Jurisdictions of SKONUS 

Jurisdictions: 

 Represents and supports the rights and interests of all Serbian universitie 
students. 

 Represents Serbian universitie students at the international level. 

 Coordinates work of all Students' parliaments in Serbia.  

 Supports and initiates student projects and policy developments in higher 
education. 

 

Delegate representatives in: 

 National Council for Higher Education. 

 Commission for Accreditation and quality control. 

 Working groups in jurisdiction of Ministry of education. 

 European Students' Union (ESU)   
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How can students have impact on the legislative making process 
in HE 

• Universities 

• National Council for Higher Education 

• Commission for Accreditation and quality control 
Through institutions 

• Working groups of Ministry and other HE institutions 
where is students opinion asked for 

Through working groups  

• Direct self initiatives of students to Ministry Directly  
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What we need as students to have more impacts on decisions of 
Ministry and Government?  
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Example of direct self initiative: Changing the Law of high 
education – 2012 (Action “10 for Serbia”)  
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What we did? 

 

 

 Organized campaign “10 for Serbia”  

 Made unity between almost all student organizations and student parliaments in 
Serbia 

 Made good and clear argumentation for our demands 

 Had very intensive media campaign  

 Collected over 50 000 signatures of students all over Serbia supporting our 
demands and action “10 for Serbia” 

 Had regular and often meetings with Ministry and University authorities   
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Result 

 

 

 Adoption of most important demands by Ministry   

 Changing of Law of high education in National assembly on 27th September 2012 
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Other examples: Strategy of education of The Republic of Serbia 

 

 

 Students were not included in The Working group for Strategy making   

 Very little influence of students on the Strategy making process 

 SKONUS organized two debates on Strategy (Kragujevac and Belgrade)    

 SKONUS and Student parliaments of Universities sent to Ministry remarks on 
Strategy proposal 

 Government adopted The Strategy of education of The Republic of Serbia with 
adoption of some students remarks    
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Students role in decision making process and reform of higher 
education – ESSENTIAL! 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 


