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LAW ON YOUTH

. BASIC PROVISIONS
Subject of the Law
Article 1

This Law regulates the following: institutionalreaor young people as well
as a set of measures promoting public interegtenimhplementation of Youth Policy
within the youth sector, general interest and fogdwithin the youth sector,
principles of the social care for young people, gtatus and position of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) carrying out joattivities, establishment and
work of Youth Council and Youth Office, and the Maial Youth Strategy.

Purpose of the Law
Article 2

The Purpose of the Law is to create conditiongrfstitutional regulation and
improvement of the social position of young peopkean area of general interest for
the Republic of Serbia, and, in particular, thedibans for supporting young people
in organizing, social acting, development and kuént of their potential for their
own and for the benefit of the society.

Youth Policy and Youth Sector
Article 3

Youth Policy shall mean the entirety of all measures and irngiital
mechanisms of government bodies and organizatemd,activities of other Youth
Policy actors directed at the improvement and ptwnaf the position and status of
young people.

Youth sector shall include the areas specifiedh@ goals of the National
Youth Strategy (hereinafter: the Strategy).

The Youth Policy within the youth sector shall baplemented through
adoption and implementation of the Strategy andcerottocuments in the field of
Youth Policy, with participation of all Youth Policactors, in accordance with this
Law.

The Ministry responsible for youth affairs (herdtea the Ministry) shall
participate in the development and shall monitgplementation of the Youth Policy
from the paragraph 3 of this Article and supertiseimplementation of this Law.



Meaning of Various Termsin thisLaw
Article 4
The individual terms in this Law shall have thédawing meanings:

1) Youth or young people shall mean persons from 15 to and including 30s/eér
age;

2) Youth Policy actors shall mean: the Republic of Serbia, autonomousipcey
local government unit, NGOs of young people, NG@syoung people, youth
association, representative association of youwnglpeand other entities who are
responsible, within their own purview, for the irapientation of the Youth
Policy;

3) Youth activity (youth work) shall mean any activity organised by, with and for
young people, undertaken with the aim of improuing conditions for personal
and social development of young people, in accarelanith their needs and
abilities, in which young people voluntarily parpate;

4) Non-formal education of young people within the areas of Youth Policy shall
mean any organized activity, outside the formalcational system, with the
purpose to address the educational and culturalsnefeyoung people.

Any term used in this Law is used neutrally in terofi gender.

Youth Support Principle
Article 5

Everybody, in particular Youth Policy actors, wiiththe scope of their
activities and purview, shall support social emponent of young people in the
manner defined by the Law, Strategy and other Y &atlicy instruments.

Equality and Non-Discrimination Principle
Article 6

All young people shall be equal.

Any unjustified difference made between or any wakdreatment of young
people, direct or indirect, on any grounds, inipatar on the grounds of race, gender,
nationality, religious belief, language, social kground, affiliation with political,
trade union or other organizations, mental or ptalsdisability, health, physical
appearance, sexual orientation, or other actuahssumed personal trait shall be
prohibited.

Equal Opportunity Principle

Article 7



Young people shall be entitled to equal opportesitn all spheres of life in
accordance with their own choices and abilities.

Principle of Raising Awareness on the Importance of Youth and their Social Role
Article 8

Everybody, in particular Youth Policy actors, shadicourage and support the
raising of awareness on the importance of Youthicioimplementation, social
empowerment for the purposes of youth well being promotion of their interests,
the need for youth participation in peer trainingdan decision-making processes
regarding issues of relevance to young people.

Active Youth Participation Principle
Article 9

Everybody, in particular Youth Policy actors, shaNolve young people in
decision-making processes, in particular with rdgr decisions of importance to
young people.

[1. ASSOCIATIONSIMPLEMENTING YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Associations of Young People and for Young People
Article 10

For the purposes of carrying out youth activitrggh the aim of improving
conditions for personal and social development aing people according to their
needs and abilities, NGOs implementing youth at#isishall be established as NGOs
of young people and NGOs for young people, in ataoce with the Law governing
association, unless otherwise is declared withltais.

NGO of young people shall mean any NGO with legaispnality, whose
membership and managing bodies have no less thathiwds (2/3) of young people,
whose goals and field of work are focused on weling of young people, in
accordance with this Law, and which is establishied operating in accordance with
the Law governing freedom of association.

Informal organization of young people shall meag arganization of young
people without legal personality which comprisesing people and whose aims and
field of work are focused on well being of youngpke, in accordance with this Law,
and the Law governing the freedom of association.

NGO for young people shall mean a registered NG@hich young people
present less than two-thirds of membership and giagabodies, whose aims and
field of work are focused on well being of youngpke, in accordance with the Law,
and which is established and operating in accoelanth the Law governing
freedom of association.



Youth Federations
Article 11

The NGOs of young people and NGOs for young pewalg, for the purposes
of pursuing common goals and interests, as welbias action in the field of Youth
Policy, form youth federations.

The provisions of the Law governing the freedomas$ociation shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, to the establishment and work of youth assoaiatio

Representative Associations of Young People
Article 12

NGOs of young people, NGOs for young people angttyassociations may,
for the purposes of pursuing common goals andastsy as well as joint action in the
field of Youth Policy, form representative assaoias of young people.

Representative associations of young people magstablished in accordance
with the Law governing the freedom of associatiod & line with the requirements
specified in this Law.

A representative association of young people ghathn an association with
legal personality, which has no less than two-thiofl young people in its managing
bodies, and meets the following requirements:

- comprises no less than 70 members;

- members have seats in the territory of no less th/3 of local self-
government units distributed in 2/3 of districtdfe Republic of Serbia,

- members have a total of no less than 2000 indalicdhembers, of whom no
less than 70% are young people.

The membership in the representative associafigoung people shall be
voluntary.

Work and Activities of Representative Associations of Young People
Article 13

The representative association of young peopli sha

1) encourage involvement of young people in tr@addife of the community
and their information;

2) represent and advocate for the @stsr of its members towards the
government bodies and international organisations;

3) propose representatives for the National Y@&@dhncil.

Representative associations of young people 8eatlirectly involved in the
process of development and implementation of tmat&jy and other documents in
the areas of Youth Policy.

Maintaining Records



Article 14

The Ministry shall maintain records of NGOs staitedArticles 10-12 of this
Law.

The contents and manner of maintaining records fparagraph 1 of this
Article shall be specified by the Minister respdusifor youth affairs (hereinafter:
Minister).

[11. YOUTH COUNCIL, OFFICE AND AGENCY
National Youth Council
Article 15

For the purposes of harmonizing activities relai@dhe implementation of
Youth Policy, the Government shall form a Natiodaluth Council (hereinafter: the
National Council) and determine its structure, neambf members, competence and
other issues of importance for its work.

The National Council shall have no more than 2Imimers, as follows:
representative of the Ministry, other ministrieslilegy with young people within their
portfolios, provincial secretariat responsible fmuth affairs, prominent experts in
this field, representatives of representative datioos of young people, NGOs of
young people, NGOs for young people and their asgons, and representatives of
local youth offices.

Young people shall represent no less than 1/3hef National Council
membership, and shall come from the NGOs pursumghyactivities from Articles
10-12.

The National Council members shall be proposethbyMinistry and elected
by the Government.

Provincial Youth Councils and Local Government Youth Councils

Article 16

For the purposes of harmonizing activities relai@dhe implementation of
Youth Policy, in the territory of the autonomousyince or local self-government
unit, the competent body of the autonomous proviocdocal self-government unit
may establish a provincial, city or municipal yoetiuncil.

Youth Office
Article 17

For the purposes of providing conditions for aetmvolvement of young
people in the life and activities of the social eoumity, empowerment of young
people, providing support to the organization aiaas youth activities, learning and
creative expression of young people’s needs, thenalsly of a local self-government
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unit may, within the scope of its authority, needsd capacity, establish a Youth
Office.

The Youth Office shall be funded from the budgét tbe local self-
government unit, and other sources in accordanttetire Law.

The activities from paragraph 1 of this Articleaihbe implemented on the
basis of local youth action plans, to be adoptdtiwithe framework of the Strategy.

The Ministry shall monitor and direct the implemegian of the Strategy at the
local level. The abovementioned activities shababe performed outside the seat of
the Ministry at the regional level.

I nstitutionsin the Youth Sector
Article 18

The institutions in the youth sector niyestablished, in accordance with the
Law governing public services, by the Republic eft$a, autonomous province and
local self-government unit. The operating funddidie provided in the budget of the
founder, in accordance with the Law.

Agency for Youth
Article 19

An agency shall be established for the purpos@émpiementing the European
Union youth programmes and other programmes refgrto young people, in
accordance with the separate Law.

V. GENERAL INTEREST IN THE YOUTH SECTOR
Youth Sector as a General | nterest
Article 20

The general interest in the youth sector shalld®llows:

1) providing conditions for the development andpiovement of youth
activities through encouraging young people to vatyi participate in social
processes;

2) social empowerment of young people, in paréictihrough fostering of and
support to volunteering, youth activities and oiigang young people;

3) encouraging NGOs of young people, NGOs for yoymegple, youth
associations and representative associations ofgyg@eople to participate in the
implementation of youth activities and objectivesl activities from the Strategy;

4) building capacity of youth NGOs through varidigsnings;

5) comprehensive information of young people aués of importance for the
youth and issuing publications of national impoc&n

6) promoting and encouraging young people to s@atide and quality free
time, fostering healthy and safe lifestyles, organg trainings, seminars and events of



importance for the employment, self-employment ahkills improvement of young
people, as well as for addressing the needs ofg/people in the field of culture;

7) support of young talents through amdg, scholarships, and skills
improvement of school and university students;

8) encouraging youth activities towards the dewelept of Youth Policy
within the youth sector at the local level throutje support of establishment and
implementation of programmes of the local youthice§ addressing the general
interest;

9) implementation and promotion of internationabperation in the field of
Youth Policy within the youth sector;

10) career guidance and counselling for young geopl

11) organization of trainings, seminars, conferenaad events in the field of
Youth Policy within the youth sector aimed at awinig Strategy objectives;

12) conducting research on the position and neédsgung people in the
Republic of Serbia;

13) fostering non-formal youth education in theaaod Youth Policy within
the youth sector.

For achieving the general interest from paragrapblub-paragraph 7 of this
Article, the funds shall be provided in the budgkthe Republic of Serbia within the
budget fund established for such purposes, in decae with the regulations.

For achieving the general interest from paragramt this Article, the funds
shall be provided in the budget of the Republi§efbia.

Funding and Co-Funding of Programmes and Projectsin the Youth Sector

Article 21

The general interest from Article 20 of this Lawaklbe achieved through
funding and co-funding of programmes and projetiglémented by programme and
project holders, as follows:

1) NGOs of young people, NGOs for young people,tlyassociations and
representative associations of young people;

2) local self-governments;

3) institutions, science and research instituted,aher legal entities.

The general interest from Article 20, sub-paragrapbf this Law shall be
achieved through funding of school and universitydents in accordance with the
requirements of this Law and the Act on establighire budget fund from Article 20,
paragraph 3 of this Law.

The holder of the programme and the project ainteatchieving the general

interest may not apply for funding of the same \aii¢éis to another level of
government in the Republic of Serbia.

Conditions for Programme and Project Funding, Co-Funding and
I mplementation

Article 22



The holders of programmes and projects from Agtil, sub-paragraph 1 and
3 of this Law must be registered in the territorfy tbe Republic of Serbia in
accordance with the Law.

The holders of programmes and projestsnfArticle 21, sub-paragraph 2
must, as a part of their programme, also have ideBvand committed funds for the
establishment and/or work of local youth offices.

The persons from Article 21, paragraph 2 of thisvlraust be citizens of the
Republic of Serbia or have a refugee status, agyl tiust have permanent residence,
or domicile-if refugees, in the Republic of Sertaad must meet other requirements
stipulated in the Act on establishing the budgeidfirom Article 20, paragraph 3 of
this Law.

The funding or co-funding of programmes and profeamtn Article 20 of this
Law shall be carried out on the basis of a puldilt for proposals or in accordance
with the regulations governing public procuremetgording to the adopted budget
execution plan of the Ministry.

For the evaluation of programmes and projects, Ntister shall form a
special commission, which shall conduct expertaeyiand evaluation of submitted
proposals, on the basis of this Law, conditions entéria stated in the public call for
proposals and provide the recommendation to theisidin for the purposes of
identifying the programmes and projects to be faunoleco-funded.

The Ministry shall publish the list gh@oved programmes and projects on its
official website.

Article 23

The Ministry shall conclude an agreement on tin@lémentation of the
programme or project aimed at achieving the genetatest from Article 20 of this
Law with the holder of the programme or project tas granted.

If the programme or project holder does not resptmdhe invitation to
conclude the agreement within 15 (fifteen) daysanfrthe day the invitation was
received, it shall be deemed that the programmggrdolder had withdrawn the
programme or project proposal.

The holder of the approved programme or projectl giravide, upon the
request of the Ministry and at least one per yéer report on implementation of the
program or project and expenditure of funds.

The Minister may suspend further funding of thegoasnme or project of the
programme and project holder who does not submeitréport within the specified
period of time.

The holder of the approved programme or projecti $leaobligated to keep
the records or documents referring to the impleatent of such programme or
project in accordance with the Law.

Article 24

The Minister shall regulate the criten@anner and procedure for the approval
of programmes and awarding funds, appearance ameérntoof the application form
and supporting documentation to be submitted wite project or programme
proposal, content and appearance of the reportsingplementation of the



programme/project, manner and procedure of condfolthe implementation of
approved programmes or projects, programme or grojsibility.

Needs and I nterests of Young People in the Youth Sector in the Autonomous
Province

Article 25

The needs and interests of young people in thehyserttor in the autonomous
province, which are in line with the interests, ee@nd capacities of the autonomous
province, and the number and structure of the @djmu, economic power and spatial
and human capacities in the youth sector, shall be:

1) providing conditions for the participation of wwg people in the
development and implementation of the provincialticaction plan;

2) encouraging young people to actively participaiesocial processes
through promotion and support of youth activitinghe territory of the autonomous
province;

3) encouraging NGOs of young people, NGOs for yopagple, and youth
associations to participate in the implementatidntre Youth Policy including
capacity building of youth NGOs in the territorytbe autonomous province;

4) organization of trainings, seminars, confereramed events in the area of
Youth Policy of special interest for the autonompusvince.

The funds for addressing the needs and interestgoohg people from
paragraph 1 of this Article shall be provided ie #tutonomous province budget.

The autonomous province shall specify the requirgmecriteria and manner
and procedure for awarding funds from the auton@mprovince budget, and/or
approval of projects addressing the needs andestteiof the citizens in the area of
Youth Policy in the territory of the autonomous yree, and the manner of
publication of information on the programmes andjguts proposed for funding,
approved programmes and projects and implementafiapproved programmes and
projects.

Needs and I nterests of Young Peoplein the Area of Youth Policy in Local
Self-Government Units

Article 26

The needs and interests of young people in thehyeattor in local self-
government unit, which are in line with the intése:eeds and capacities of the local
government, and the number and structure of theulptipn, economic power and
spatial and human capacities in the youth secdtad| be:

1) encouraging young people to actively participatesocial processes
through promotion and support of youth activitiesthe territory of the local self-
government unit;

2) encouraging NGOs of young people, NGOs for yopagple, and youth
associations to participate in the implementatidntre Youth Policy including
capacity building of youth NGOs in the territorytbe local self-government unit;

3) creating conditions for the establishment andkwaof the local Youth
Office;



4) activities of institutions for young people thgh which the general interest
in the field of Youth Policy is addressed, and whiave been founded by the local
self-government;

6) creating conditions for young people to spenivaand quality free time,
practicing sports, nurturing healthy and safe tifees, implementation of youth and
volunteering activities, organisation of traininggminars, conferences and events of
importance for the employment and skills improvetmanyoung people, as well as
for addressing the needs of young people in theé @eculture, and

7) supporting activities and projects fosteringtsimable development and
environmental protection.

The funds for addressing the needs and interestgoohg people from
paragraph 1 of this Article shall be provided ire tbudget of the local self-
government unit.

Local self-government units shall specify the reguents, criteria and
manner and procedure for awarding funds of thel lsed-government unit, and/or
approval of projects addressing the needs andesteiof the citizens in the area of
Youth Policy in the territory of the local self-ggmment unit, and the manner of
publication of information on the programmes andjguts proposed for funding,
approved programmes and projects and implementafiapproved programmes and
projects.

V.NATIONAL YOUTH STRATEGY
Article 27

The Strategy shall mean the document approved &yGibvernment, which
specifies in particular: active participation ofuym people in the social life, enabling
young people for exercising the right to equal ofputies, youth information,
encouragement and validation of extraordinary aameents of young people,
fostering and development of formal and non-foredlication, encouragement and
incentives for employment and self-employment ofun® people and youth
entrepreneurship, improvement of youth safety,asnable development and healthy
environment, protection and improvement of youtlaltheand other activities and
areas of importance for young people.

Article 28
The Strategy shall be adopted by the Governmenn upe proposal of the
Ministry, for a period of six years.
Young people and Youth Policy actors shall parétgpin the development
and implementation of the Strategy.

Fundsfor Strategy | mplementation

Article 29
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The funds for Strategy implementation shall bevighed in the budget of the
Republic of Serbia, as well as in the budget of dhtonomous province and local
self-government units, and from other sourcescooedance with the Law.

In accordance with the Strategy, the autonomoasimpce, and the local self-
government units shall develop action plans forat®8fgy implementation in its
territory, and provide the funds for the implemeiotaof such plans in their budgets.

VI. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS
Article 30

The Government shall make a decision specifyingstinecture, number of
members, competences and other issues of imporfantbe work of the National
Council within six months of the date this Law cameto effect, upon the proposal
of the Ministry.

Article 31

The Minister shall adopt the act from Article 14thun six months of the date
this Law comes into effect.

Article 32

The Minister shall adopt the act from Article 24thun six months of the date
this Law comes into effect.

Article 33
The Fund for Young Talents, established by theidden on the Establishment
of the Fund for Young Talents of the Republic oftia® (“Official Gazette of the

Republic of Serbia”, vol. 71/2008 and 44/2009), lisheontinue working, in
accordance with this Law.

Article 34

This Law shall come into effect on the eight dayitsf publication in the
,Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia®“.
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