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REPORT


Within the framework of the TEMPUS project SIGMUS, a seminar on "Reform of higher education and training of student representatives" was held lasting 14- 18 December 2011, at Zlatibor, organized by the Students’ Alliance of Belgrade. 

The third day of the seminar, 17/12/2011 was dedicated to the issue of extra-curricular activities, and organized by the Megatrend University Project Team. The Megatrend University project team was represented by  Vesna Aleksic, PhD, assoc. prof., Ana Jovancai, PhD, ass. prof., assistant Milena Joksimovic-Pajevic, and students Mirjana Puzović, Danica Puric, Ivana Simovic and Ruza Ilic.
The session began at 10.00 am. The opening speech was held by assistant Milena Joksimovic -Pajević, who briefly presented the current and upcoming activities, as well as the importance of extracurricular activities. On this occasion, she presented the results of the survey on the subject of extra-curricular activities at universities in Serbia.
Mirjana Puzović, Megatrend University student, presented the results of the questionnaire on extracurricular activities at the EU partner universities (universities in Slovenia, Austria, and in Crete), followed by the discussion on whether students at universities in Serbia are engaged in extra-curricular activities, and whether they are rewarded by extra credits by the faculty. Representatives of other universities in Serbia praised and supported the work of students from the EU in this area.
Barbara Frank from student union BOKU, Vienna, Austria, presented the experience of Austrian students, emphasizing the cultural aspect of students' extracurricular involvement, pointing out the fact that 44% of Austrians are engaged in volunteering, which is a result of the fact that in Austria, volunteer work is a self-understandable matter, that is deeply rooted in their culture. This is certainly an example to be followed and which should be pursued, on which all present agreed.
The experiences of students from Middlesex University London, United Kingdom, were presented by student Mo Haque, stressing in particular volunteering as a form of extra-curricular activities and participation in student organizations. This information immediately brought into question whether the people themselves must include or be animated?
Representatives of the University of Maribor, Rok Pintar and Klemen Methans, during their presentation on the extracurricular activities provided an interesting information that on their university tutoring as a form of volunteering exists, as well, and that it is the only form of volunteering that is paid. Tutors are students of the third and fourth years, which work 3 hours per week with students need additional support and lessons.
Ms. Elizabeth Chung, Director of International Academic Center, speaking on the importance of extracurricular activities, explained how some aspects of such activities are encouraged at American universities. It was pointed out that the students exchange itself is very important, because its participants are enriched by meeting other cultures, getting to know other educational systems, gaining new experiences, knowledge, and that exchange is something that should be further developed and encouraged, because it is successful and useful for all students.
Ruza Ilic, Megatrend University student, spoke about student volunteering in sport and the benefits of such volunteering for students career development. In addition to learning about other cultures, Ms. Ilic pointed out some of the benefits of volunteering: the acquisition of new skills, organizational skills, improvement of communication skills and learning foreign languages.

Ana Jovancai, assistant professor at Megatrend University, presented a project entitled MegaCareer,  that aims at helping students at this university gaining opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities during the study, primarily in the form of internship, with the possibility of later employment of successful students in companies where they have carried out the practice. This project was supported by all present as an excellent model to help students. 
A similar project entitled "Career Centre" was also presented by representative of the University of Singidunum, assistant Marina Savkovic. Ms. Savkovic said that the University Singidunum students gain many skills by working in student organizations and student representative bodies.
Dragan Šešlija, PhD, professor at the University of Novi Sad, supported the idea that extra-curricular activities should be rewarded by ECTS credits, offering the help of the project partners from the University of Novi Sad in evaluation and implementation of the ECTS credits for rewarding extra-curricular activities. 


CONCLUSION

The main conclusion of the meeting is that all present supported the idea that extra-curricular activities at Serbian universities should be rewarded by ECTS credits. It was agreed that the possibility of assigning ECTS for extra-curricular activities should be investigated, as well as the possibility of the inscription of such activities in the Diploma Supplement by faculties. It was, as well, agreed that item should be regulated by law. 

 On Zlatibor, 








Danica Puric
17/12/2011.






